TELUGU LANGUAGE AND
LITERATURE
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TELUGU LANGUAGE

A classical language of India

Also called ‘Andhra Bhaasha’

Ranked 7th in Asia

14th in the world

Spoken in the state of Andhra Pradesh




Telugu Language : Demography

1 Also spoken in the adjoining regions of
Tamilnadu, Karnataka and Orissa
and in the sizable diaspora populations
of Malaysia, Fiji Islands, U.K and U.S

1 Total about 80 million people




- 'y S
I_ 1




Telugu Language :Unique feature(s)

% The only Indian language where every word
ends in a vowel ( ‘AJANTA BHAASHA')

i Called ‘ltalian of the East * by Niccolo da Conti,
a Venetian traveller of the 16" century

8 Heavily Sanskritized ( close to 60%)




Telugu script, grammar anad
prosody

1 The script is close to Kannada
1 Vowels ( ‘Acchulu’):
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1 Consonants( ‘Hallulu’) :
SDAEVHWVPIRADFOOE G
DAAPARNDDADVONOVDTAN Y




Telugu Grammar

1 Derived from Sanskrit (‘Tatsama’) e.g.'simha’
1 Modified ( ‘Tadbhava’) e.g.'singamu’
:
2

‘Desya’ : regional ( ‘Accha Telugu’)
‘Gramya’ : also regional, but slang

1 Case of the nouns by adding suffix or prefix
O A & ew etc. according to the case
e.g., ‘nannu’, ‘neetho’, ‘meeku’ etc.




Telugu Grammar

1 Gender( ‘linga’)

‘Mahat(‘pum’) : male;

‘Mahati'(‘stree’): female;

‘amahat’(‘napumsaka’): neuter

# Number(‘vachana) : Singular(‘Eka’)

_ Plural(‘Bahu’)

i Tense('kaala’): as in English

1 ‘Sandhi’ : joining 2 words

e.g., ‘meeru’+'evaru’= ‘meerevaru’ (‘who are you?’)




Telugu literature : main references

1 : Samagra Andhra Sahityamu by Arudra
- 14 vols
1 Modern Telugu poetry:
A review in English by V.Mandeswararao
1 Kavya Mala: Anthology of Telugu poetry
editor: Katuri Venkateswara Rao
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